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1. What are alms?  (gifts given to the poor)  Why is it significant that the lame beggar was daily at the gate to the temple asking alms?  Why the temple and how is this a key part of this story?

2. Consider how Peter gazed first, then he spoke?  Look for a gospel story where Jesus does the SAME thing (there are many).  Can you think of an example where God “impulsed” you to gaze at a person in broken need?  Then what did you do?  What do Peter and John do?  When is the last time someone gazed at you … what did it feel like?
3. In v.12, Peter acknowledges that the crowd thought the miracle came by means of the apostle’s godliness.  Peter denies it immediately to point to the gospel of Jesus’ resurrection power.  How are we tempted to think that OUR godliness is ultimately the “change agent” in our lives and the world around us?  How do we seek to be God’s workers who strive after godliness, while not falling prey to the thought that our godliness is the means of any power?
4. Peter preached in the power of the NAME of Jesus. How can your home be more saturated with the name of the resurrected Jesus Christ of Nazareth?

5. Peter references the OT prophets and various Scripture passages in v.17-26.  He is preaching from the Bible!  Look at Deuteronomy 18:15-19 (from v.22) and Genesis 12:3 (from v.25-26) and consider how Jesus (his life, cross, resurrection, ascension and return) is the “prophet” and the “blessing” by which all refreshing restoration will occur!  Jesus is all over the Old Testament!
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