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19 July 2009

Word-digestion help for families

Acts 4:1-37
1. What had happened such that Peter and John ended up speaking to the people, “proclaiming in Jesus Christ the resurrection from the dead”?  (see 3:1-11)

2. Why is it important that Peter “named” Jesus as “Jesus Christ of Nazareth.”  (A: it is a declaration of contemporary fact!)

3. As a family, memorize Acts 4:12 – And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.
4. Peter and John were considered “common” and uneducated men.  Why is it that God so often chooses to use weak and ‘normal’ people to declare his Word?  (see also Paul in 1 Cor. 2:1-4)

5. The Sanhedrin had no authority to stop the power of the resurrected Christ, so what do they try and do?  (4:18)  
6. Peter and John face the ethical dilemma of obeying God or government (when the two authorities blatantly conflict).  Who do they obey and why?

7. What is the significance of the church praying to God the King (when Peter and John returned and told them what happened)?  What else could they have done in response?

How would you describe 4:32-37?  Exciting?  Different?  Costly?  Wonderful?  Risky?  Impossible?   Talk about how God calls the church to relate to one another this way all the time, even now!
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